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*“This unique collection bringy together scholary and activists who have faced massive
changes concerning their own lives and respective professions after the full-scale artack
on Ukraine, It is with this in mind that Maryna Shevisova has collected essayy that
truly speak to the inte jonal feminist (scientific) community, showing what a deco-
lonial feminist approach in international relations, peace, and security stucies might
look like in the present time. Ranging from analyses of masculinity and femininity in
times of war, a critical reading of the feminist foreign policy agenda, a decolonial per-
spective on peace, to how a non-Western view on the history of the region can describe
developments fully, this is a must-read for anyone wanting to understand what lived
experiences look like in times of war and what we can all learn from these rich insights.™

Stefanie Wihl, University of Applied Sciences BFT Vienna

“This book is indispensable for anyone who seeks 10 understund Ukraine's steadfast
defiance in the face of Russia’s war. Shevisova has brought together an outstanding
interdisciplinary group of scholars and practitioners o illuminate and theorize the
lived experience of war through a Ukrainian feminist lerss that is gene rous and ground-
breaking. The authors narrate and theorize the contributions and resistance practices
of women and the LGBTQ community during the war, and the novel ways that gender
and sexual identity have interacted with the war ¢ffore.”

Milada Anna Vachudova, The University of North Caroling st Chapel Hill

Feminist Perspective on Russia’s War i Ulneine: Hear Owr Votors aims 10 give voices 1o femi-
nist schokars from Ukraine and the wider Central and Eastern European (CEE) region.
This book, recognizing the long-neglected nature of the war that has been evolving
since 2014, offers a compilation of essays contributed by scholary spanning diverse dis-
ciplines and practitionery alike. Employing a wide array of data sources and method-
ologies, this book undertakes a broader exploration of how gender norms have been
transgressed and cultural expectations of womanhood and manhood have evolved
within the context of Ukraine from 2014 to 2023, Representing an early collaborative
effort among Ukrainian and CEE feminist scholary, this compilation aims 1o showcase
locally nurtured perspectives on Rus invasion of Ukmine 0 a workdwide audi-
ence, with the overarching goal of sparking the development of fresh methodologies
and approaches that can untangle the complex interconnection between gender and
warfare.

Maryna Shevtsova
Belgin
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Feminist March, Poltava, Ukraine,
2020-202 e
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Ha akUito npuxofaThb KinbkKa feCATKIB XIHOK :
Pi3HOro BiKY, AEXTO i3 HUX — i3 AiTbMU. I3 A 6
C060t0 NPUHOCATL NakaTu i3 pisHUMHU



Women’s March in Ukraine
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doTo: Facebook/marshzhinok



Ukraine has made
a great progress

on human rights
and gender
equality
perspective
(especially since
2014)

The Law on equal rights and opportunities for women
and men (2005)

Domestic violence is criminalized (since 2018) and the
Istanbul Convention is ratified (2022)

A law on gender quota in political parties lists (30% in
2015, 40% since 2020) and increasing share of women
In politics

Strong feminist and women’s NGO activity

A steady decline in the proportion of the population that
supports gender stereotypes and patriarchal gender
roles



The care economy includes
paid and unpaid work
through which care is

provided for others.

| will focus my presentation
mainly on the issues of
childcare.




Structural conditions, namely:

public policy, a labor market, a family
and cultural expectations

create a gender order (system) within

which women are assigned
responsibility for the private sphere
and care work as both unpaid and paid
activity
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Balancing the responsibility for care
(reality)

i State

Y sector

1,, gk’i WO M E N e‘;ﬁ;’g NOn-prOﬁt




Brief overview of care economy in pre-war period:
care infrastructure

Kindergartens are mostly public / state-
owned, parents partly pay for meals +
informal payments

Working hours of kindergartens: 10.5 or 12
hours

Lower level of coverage of children in
kindergartens in rural areas: in 2019, 68% in
cities and 40% in rural areas visited
kindergartens

Kindergarten is considered to be an
important agent of socialization

Children mainly start attending
kindergarten at the age of 3 (the end of
parental leave).

Photo: https://volycya-
gromada.gov.ua/news/1643726367/ 12
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Brief overview of care economy in pre-war

period: care jobs

e Highly feminized care jobs: The vast
majority of both the pedagogical (99%) and
technical (82%) staff of kindergartens are
women (Across OECD countries 96% of pre-

primary education teachers are women,
2023)

* Care work is extremely poorly paid (55% of
the national average salary; in the OECD —
80%),

e Kindergartens are fully financed by local
budgets

* Kindergarten workers are overloaded
(paperwork, strict regulations, overcrowded
groups, high level of stress)

T, . LN
> -2 -_ < % - 3 :
i

XTO (NO)TYPBYETbLCA?
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Brief overview of care economy in pre-war
period: unpaid care work (1)

e 2-3% of fathers took
parental leave
* Legally equal rights of women
and men to take care of
children (for example, parental
leave to take care of a child up
to 3 years old, in some cases up

to 6vy.0.)
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Brief overview of care economy in pre-war

period:

* 83% of men and 84% of women
believe that the main task of a
woman is to take care of the
home and family

e 74% of men and 76% of women
believe that the main task of a
man is to earn money

* 52% surveyed said that a woman
is mainly involved in care for
children in their family (59% in
2015);

* 64% said that in their family it is
mostly a woman who cooks food
(in 2015 - 79%)

2015, 2020,

representative survey



The war affects the relations between the state
and individuals In a distinctly gendered way

only men are entrusted with the
duty to protect the state and that
mostly men provide the state the new

defense ‘ configuration of
only civilian men can be gender order also
mobilized /drafted, while for

civilian women it is not an
obligation, but a right

affects women.
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Mariupol maternity hospital, March 2022

0 Mariana Vishegirskaya stands
outside a maternity hospital that
was hit in Mariupol. Photograph:
Mstyslav Chernov/AP






Kharkiv Railway station, 06 March, 2022 Kremenchuk railway station, March 04, 2022
Photo from Sergey Naumovich’s facebook page



https://www.facebook.com/sergonaumovich?__cft__[0]=AZUXzOKUdb8zuK-A5vduVTbrePt94FXjdUU6wCzB3GBnhL_rOswDA3n61uZUYQ0ykL3lc58RVixoAY8lwqhWitwRwccdwXMJiPbFU6toPBmbY27TIM2BqoI_HmriPLnzkl4&__tn__=-UC,P-R
https://www.facebook.com/sergonaumovich?__cft__[0]=AZUXzOKUdb8zuK-A5vduVTbrePt94FXjdUU6wCzB3GBnhL_rOswDA3n61uZUYQ0ykL3lc58RVixoAY8lwqhWitwRwccdwXMJiPbFU6toPBmbY27TIM2BqoI_HmriPLnzkl4&__tn__=-UC,P-R
https://www.facebook.com/sergonaumovich?__cft__[0]=AZUXzOKUdb8zuK-A5vduVTbrePt94FXjdUU6wCzB3GBnhL_rOswDA3n61uZUYQ0ykL3lc58RVixoAY8lwqhWitwRwccdwXMJiPbFU6toPBmbY27TIM2BqoI_HmriPLnzkl4&__tn__=-UC,P-R

To be mother on the war

MAwA 11.03.19

MAMA+38 0678314
NANA +38056104




«Ukrainian
Madonna”

Olia, Kyiv
Photo:
UNICEF/Facebook




Photo https://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2022/04/12/248217/
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/styler/marsh-materey-stranah-evropy-ameriki-fotoreportazh-
1649777865.html



Reproductive work VS reducing care resources
and infrastructure
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Photo: Wolfgang Schwan, Erin Trieb, Alex Lourie, Juan NOBITPAHOI TPUBOT'U

Carlos, Aris Messinis, Petr Josek, Chris McGrath, Salwan
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* 261 schools and 127
kindergartens in Ukraine
were completely destroyed

e 1,441 schools and 942
kindergartens were
damaged

(as of June, 2023)

The destroyed kindergarten in Druzhkivka, Donetsk region,
Pavlo Kyrylenko\Telegram



42% of children study in
schools/kindergartens online,

29% - in a mixed form (both
online and in the premises),

only 26% - constantly attend
schools and kindergartens

survey conducted by the Sociological Group "Rating"

among mothers of Ukrainian children aged 3 to 17, the first "underground school”, the city of Kharkiv
commissioned by the "Ukraine Children's Action

Project”, January-February 2023



as of July 29, 2023, only 55% of
kindergartens had bomb shelters (data by
the Ministry of Education)

"For more than a year, the women of
Kremenchug have been demanding that
at least some regular groups of
kindergartens in the city with a population
of over 200,000 residents be opened, so
that school attendance resumes”

Jlapuca opucnaseub. Ak y KpemeHryyui
(He)supiwyroms rpobriemy 3a4uHeHUXx dumcaokis
ma wikin, XKiHku ye 50% ycnixy kpaiHu, 01.09.2023

POKY




“A good dad is not a wallet”

TaTo He «raMaHelb», 3

MQiCTep YuCTOTH
| TPOXM KOHUK:
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TaTo He «ramMaHeL by,

* a representative survey of 2023 0 TOBApUW Y TP
found that, compared to 2020, the
participation of fathers in caring for
a children has increased

* the share of men who would like to
take part of parental leave has
increased (from 20% to 50%)

Data by Info Sapiens, 2023









Women compensate for the deficiency of the
oublic system of treatment and rehabilitation of

military
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https://suspilne.media/amp/ivano-frankivsk/548489-razom-
roblat-persi-kroki-v-ivano-frankivsku-druzina-poranenogo-
vijskovogo-dopomagae-jomu-prohoditi-reabilitaciu/
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https://suspilne.media/rivne/675730-perse-vesilla-u-gospitali
na-rivnensini-poranenij-vijskovij-odruzivsa-z-kohanou/



Increasing care needs:

for elderly people (including due to the rapid aging of the population as a
result of mass migrations abroad and declining birth rate); for wounded
soldiers and veterans, peoples with disability

Reduction of capacity of both of the state and families in providing care:
* Forcibly separated families

* Growth in the share of families headed by one parent (mostly single
mothers)

 Lack of available public resources to care for children, the elderly, and people
with disabilities



Care economy in post war recovery plans

|
|
* some relevant but generic demands v w g ¢ 5 m -
are included in “Ukraine Facility =, B oee Bm= =S (o A FEMINIST
Plan” (chapter “Human Capital”) e i RESPONSE TO THE
e the rhetoric of "investment" and gy POST-WARRECOVERVI AND RECOVERY
“efficiency” as fundamental to post- g Shoowwa. OF UKRAINE
war development; building the >
economy based on the principlesof ~# S vva | ST s
deregulation and liberalization, ] P

reducing the role of the state

* the state budget deficit will
Erlmarlly affect social sectors with a

igh proportion of women and the A Vision for Gender Responsive
care economy sectors vs growing . Recovery in Ukraine
care needs = T
A So iy 15 o ONDI @) CROWN AGENTS
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