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Feminist March, Poltava, Ukraine, 
2020-2021
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Women’s March in Ukraine 

Фото: Facebook/marshzhinok



Ukraine has made 

a great progress 

on human rights 

and gender 

equality  

perspective 

(especially since 

2014)

▪ The Law on equal rights and opportunities for women 

and men (2005)

▪ Domestic violence is criminalized (since 2018) and the 

Istanbul Convention is ratified (2022)

▪ A law on gender quota in political parties lists (30% in 

2015, 40% since 2020) and increasing share of women 

in politics

▪ Strong feminist and women’s NGO activity 

▪ A steady decline in the proportion of the population that 

supports gender stereotypes and patriarchal gender 

roles
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The care economy includes 

paid and unpaid work 

through which care is 

provided for others.

I will focus my presentation 

mainly on the issues of 

childcare.



Structural conditions, namely: 

public policy, a labor market, a family 

and cultural expectations 

create a gender order (system) within 

which women are assigned 

responsibility for the private sphere 

and care work as both unpaid and paid 

activity



Balancing the responsibility for care 
(reality)

State Market

WOMEN Non-profit        

sector



Brief overview of care economy in pre-war period: 
care infrastructure

• Kindergartens are mostly public / state-
owned, parents partly pay for meals + 
informal payments

• Working hours of kindergartens: 10.5 or 12 
hours

• Lower level of coverage of children in 
kindergartens in rural areas: in 2019, 68% in 
cities and 40% in rural areas visited 
kindergartens 

• Kindergarten is considered to be an 
important agent of socialization

• Children mainly start attending 
kindergarten at the age of 3 (the end of 
parental leave).  
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Photo: https://volycya-
gromada.gov.ua/news/1643726367/
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Brief overview of care economy in pre-war 
period: care jobs

• Highly feminized care jobs: The vast 
majority of both the pedagogical (99%) and 
technical (82%) staff of kindergartens are 
women (Across OECD countries 96% of pre-
primary education  teachers are women, 
2023)

• Care work is extremely poorly paid (55% of 
the national average salary; in the OECD –
80%),

• Kindergartens are fully financed by local 
budgets

• Kindergarten workers are overloaded 
(paperwork, strict regulations, overcrowded 
groups, high level of stress)
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Brief overview of care economy in pre-war 
period: unpaid care work (1)

• Legally equal rights of women 
and men to take care of 

children (for example, parental 
leave to take care of a child up 

to 3 years old, in some cases up 
to 6 y.o.)

• 2-3% of fathers  took 
parental  leave

parental leave 
is not paid

the gender pay 
gap in 2021 

was 19%

sociocultural 
norms



Brief overview of care economy in pre-war 
period: unpaid care work (2)

• 83% of men and 84% of women 
believe that the main task of a 
woman is to take care of the 
home and family 

• 74% of men and 76% of women 
believe that the main task of a 
man is to earn money

• 52% surveyed said that a woman 
is mainly involved in care for 
children in their family (59% in 
2015); 

• 64% said that in their family it is 
mostly a woman who cooks food 
(in 2015 – 79%)

2015, 2020,

representative survey
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The war affects the relations between the state
and individuals in a distinctly gendered way

only men are entrusted with the
duty to protect the state and that

mostly men provide the state
defense

only civilian men can be
mobilized/drafted, while for

civilian women it is not an
obligation, but a right

17

the new 

configuration of 

gender order also

affects women. 



Mariupol maternity hospital, March 2022





Kremenchuk railway station, March 04, 2022Kharkiv Railway station, 06 March, 2022

Photo from Sergey Naumovich’s facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/sergonaumovich?__cft__[0]=AZUXzOKUdb8zuK-A5vduVTbrePt94FXjdUU6wCzB3GBnhL_rOswDA3n61uZUYQ0ykL3lc58RVixoAY8lwqhWitwRwccdwXMJiPbFU6toPBmbY27TIM2BqoI_HmriPLnzkl4&__tn__=-UC,P-R
https://www.facebook.com/sergonaumovich?__cft__[0]=AZUXzOKUdb8zuK-A5vduVTbrePt94FXjdUU6wCzB3GBnhL_rOswDA3n61uZUYQ0ykL3lc58RVixoAY8lwqhWitwRwccdwXMJiPbFU6toPBmbY27TIM2BqoI_HmriPLnzkl4&__tn__=-UC,P-R
https://www.facebook.com/sergonaumovich?__cft__[0]=AZUXzOKUdb8zuK-A5vduVTbrePt94FXjdUU6wCzB3GBnhL_rOswDA3n61uZUYQ0ykL3lc58RVixoAY8lwqhWitwRwccdwXMJiPbFU6toPBmbY27TIM2BqoI_HmriPLnzkl4&__tn__=-UC,P-R


To be  mother on the war



«Ukrainian 
Madonna”

Olia, Kyiv
Photo: 

UNICEF/Facebook



Photo https://life.pravda.com.ua/society/2022/04/12/248217/
https://www.rbc.ua/rus/styler/marsh-materey-stranah-evropy-ameriki-fotoreportazh-
1649777865.html



Reproductive work VS reducing care resources 
and infrastructure
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Photo: Wolfgang Schwan, Erin Trieb, Alex Lourie, Juan 
Carlos, Aris Messinis, Petr Josek, Chris McGrath, Salwan
Georges, Juan Carlos.



• 261 schools and 127 
kindergartens in Ukraine 
were completely destroyed

• 1,441 schools and 942 
kindergartens were 
damaged

(as of June, 2023)
The destroyed kindergarten in Druzhkivka, Donetsk region, 
Pavlo Kyrylenko\Telegram



survey conducted by the Sociological Group "Rating" 
among mothers of Ukrainian children aged 3 to 17, 
commissioned by the "Ukraine Children's Action 
Project", January-February 2023

42% of children study in 
schools/kindergartens online,

29% - in a mixed form (both 
online and in the premises), 

only 26% - constantly attend 
schools and kindergartens

the first "underground school", the city of Kharkiv



▪ as of July 29, 2023, only 55% of 

kindergartens had bomb shelters (data by 

the Ministry of Education)

▪ "For more than a year, the women of 

Kremenchug have been demanding that 

at least some regular groups of 

kindergartens in the city with a population 

of over 200,000 residents be opened, so 

that school attendance resumes“

▪ Лариса Гориславець. Як у Кременчуці

(не)вирішують проблему зачинених дитсадків 

та шкіл, Жінки це 50% успіху країни, 01.09.2023 

року



“A good dad is not a wallet” 



• a representative survey of 2023 
found that, compared to 2020, the 
participation of fathers in caring for 
a children has increased

• the share of men who would like to 
take part of parental leave has 
increased (from 20% to 50%)

Data by Info Sapiens, 2023





The war significantly increased the burden 
on “female jobs": kindergarten teachers, 
teachers, nurses, social workers, workers of 
the local community (against the background 
of increased workload and reductions in 
funding and salaries)
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Kyiv, December 2022. The teacher conducts 

a lesson on the street during a blackout 

(shot from an amateur video)

The weakness of state policies in the 
field of education, health care, and 
social protection is primarily 
compensated by women

“female jobs" are key in overcoming 
the humanitarian challenges of war



Women compensate for the  deficiency of the 
public system of treatment and rehabilitation of 
military

https://suspilne.media/amp/ivano-frankivsk/548489-razom-
roblat-persi-kroki-v-ivano-frankivsku-druzina-poranenogo-
vijskovogo-dopomagae-jomu-prohoditi-reabilitaciu/

https://suspilne.media/rivne/675730-perse-vesilla-u-gospitali-
na-rivnensini-poranenij-vijskovij-odruzivsa-z-kohanou/



The  war and upcoming «care deficit” 

Increasing care needs:

for elderly people (including due to the rapid aging of the population as a 
result of mass migrations abroad and declining birth rate); for wounded 
soldiers and veterans, peoples with disability

Reduction of capacity of both of the state and families in providing care:

• Forcibly separated families

• Growth in the share of families headed by one parent (mostly single 
mothers)

• Lack of available public resources to care for children, the elderly, and people 
with disabilities



Care economy in post war recovery plans

• some relevant but generic demands 
are included in ”Ukraine Facility 
Plan” (chapter “Human Capital”)

• the rhetoric of "investment" and 
“efficiency” as fundamental to post-
war development; building the 
economy based on the principles of 
deregulation and liberalization, 
reducing the role of the state

• the state budget deficit will 
primarily affect social sectors with a 
high proportion of women and the 
care economy sectors vs growing 
care needs



THANK YOU!

olena.strelnyk@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/olena.
strelnyk
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